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Data: Gloversville poverty rate highest in state

By Michael Lamendola Gazette Reporter

February 21, 2012

GLOVERSVILLE — Gloversville has the highest poverty rate in the state among families with related children, according to the latest federal Census data.

It also leads the state in terms of percentage of households using food stamps, Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program assistance, or both, according to Census data.

The data from the American Community Survey show Gloversville had a poverty rate of 13.4 percent between 2006 and 2010, a rate equal to nearly 1 in 8 people. The survey data has a margin of error of approximately 2 percent.

The Census Bureau calculated that 2,098 people out of a total Gloversville population of 15,660 fell below the federal poverty threshold. The threshold has varied year to year, with the limit for a family of four set at $20,516 in 2006 and at $23,050 in 2012.

Gloversville ranked 243 in the nation in terms of its poverty rate. Raymondville, Texas, was ranked first with a 39.4 percent poverty rate. The national poverty rate for all families was 10.1 percent as of 2010. The Jamestown/Dunkirk/Fredonia metropolitan area ranked second-highest in New York in poverty status of families, according to the Census data. In the Capital Region, Amsterdam ranked eighth with a poverty rate of 10.4 percent and the Albany/Schenectady/Troy metropolitan area ranked 25th statewide with a poverty rate of 6.6 percent.

In the larger Gloversville area, 14.03 percent or 3,228 of the 23,006 households, collected food stamps, SNAP or both between 2006 and 2010, ranking it first in the state. Amsterdam was fourth, with 13.4 percent, or 2,723 of the 20,326 households in the immediate region collecting benefits. The Schenectady/Albany/Troy region ranked 24th with 7.34 percent or 25,420 households out of 346,139.

Based on survey data, the larger Gloversville region had a population of 7,524 families with related children under the age of 18 and that 21.7 percent of this population fell below the poverty level. The margin of error was 3 percent.

The Census data show that almost all the people living in poverty in Gloversville are white and have families with three or more children and that single females head these households.

According to Census data, people age 17 and younger are more likely to be poor in Gloversville than the national average for similar age groups. The income per capita in Gloversville is $18,400 versus $31,957 for the state and $26,500 for the nation. Fulton County has consistently had one of the highest unemployment rates in New York state.

Denis Wilson, executive director of the Fulmont Community Action Agency, a human service organization, said he knows poverty is bad in the area, but he was shocked by the Census Bureau rankings.

“My response, honestly, is that I was surprised when I heard this. But looking at the level of services we provide at our Gloversville center, it makes sense. The numbers at our Gloversville center do reflect a high amount of traffic involving those in need,” he said. “There is no question there is high need in Fulton and Montgomery counties. They are almost mirror images of each other in terms of needs.”

Fulmont has facilities in Gloversville, Northville, Fort Plain, Fonda and Amsterdam. It also operates a Women, Infant & Children’s Program and a Head Start program. It provides food through pantries, emergency assistance for heating and rental problems and offers transportation services to senior citizens.

Fulmont partners with Catholic Charities of Fulton and Montgomery Counties and the Salvation Army to provide safety net services to people in need. Wilson also said local churches provide assistance, and there are also myriad services provided by the Fulton County Department of Social Services.
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